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Leather Working

was said 1 that ' in most villages of the realm there is
some one dresser or worker of leather, and ... in most
of the market towns three, four, or five, and many great
towns 10 or 20, and in London and the suburbs ... to
the number of 200 or very near '. Casting back, we find
at Oxford in 1380 there were twelve tanners, twenty

skinners, twelve cord-
wainers, or shoemakers,
and four saddlers/2 while
in 1300 there were at
Colchester forty house-
holders employed in the
various branches of the
leather trade.3

Originally, no doubt,
the leather dresser worked
up his own leather, and as
late as 1323 it would
seem that at Shrewsbury
cordwainers were allowed
to tan leather,4 but in
1351 the tanners and

shoemakers were definitely forbidden to intermeddle
with each other's craft, and a series of regulations,
parliamentary and municipal, served to separate the
tanners, the curriers, who dressed and 'suppled' the
rough tanned hides, the tawyers, and the various
branches of leather-workers. At Chester the tanners
in 1362 obtained from the Black Prince a charter for-
bidding the cordwainers to meddle with their trade.
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